CLASSIC CRIMES

the venerable adherent had been up before the Kirk Session,
but Lord Deas, very jealous for the old gentleman's repute,
disallowed the question. Of the medical evidence given by
Drs. Watson, Fleming, and Macleod we have heard the general
purport. They spoke to the remarkable character of the
wounds: the three transverse cuts across the face, the multiple
injuries to the back of the head and neck, and the incisions
upon the hands and wrists: all which could have been inflicted
with the cleaver produced. They also described the extra-
ordinary appearance of the body: the underclothing quite
damp, the face, neck, and chest washed with water; and the
partial washing as well of the bedroom and kitchen floors as
of the lobby between them. The only expert from whom we
have not yet heard was Professor Penny of the Andersonian
University, who examined the remains of the accused's
apparel, recovered from Hamilton as already mentioned; the
crinoline wires; and the cleaver, upon each and all of which
he found stains and clots of blood.

To the admission of the prisoner's declarations, which it
was then proposed to read, Mr. Clark strenuously objected
as having been extorted from the accused by questions; in
respect of the inordinate length of her examinations; and on
account of the traps laid for her by the Fiscal as before narrated.
Lord Deas repelled the objections, holding that there was no
ground in law for refusing to admit these declarations. They
were read to the jury accordingly; but in the legal journals of
the day the soundness of his Lordship's ruling was questioned.
Here endeth the case for the Crown.

IV
The evidence of the witnesses for the defence, though
brief, was cogent. George Paton, milkman, who had been
long in use to supply the Flemings' daily wants, stated that
on Tuesday, the 8th, he heard of the servant's death. On
the previous Saturday he stopped his cart as usual at No. 17
Sandyford Place between half-past seven and twenty minutes
to eight in the morning. His boy Donald went up to the
door and rang the bell. It was immediately answered, witness
could not see by whom, as the door was only opened "a
186